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settled the constitution of the service upon a plan from which
it has ever since steadily developed. He encouraged the
planting and preservation of timber for shipbuilding purposes.
He vigorously repressed piracy and all maritime irregulari-
ties. " The laws made in his time/' says Campbell, " for the
facilitating and support of inland navigation, clearly demon-
strate that the importance of large rivers began to be under-
stood and esteemed more than during the Civil Wars, when
public welfare gave way to private interest. The Thames, the
Ouse, the Exo, the river of Southampton, the Severn, etc.,
were freed from weirs and other obstructions: on the same
principle an Act was passed for rendering the river of (.-antev-
bury deeper, in order to its becoming navigable. The illegal
tolls and other oppressive duties on1 the Severn wore sup-
pressed, that the great communication by that noble river
might be as free as possible, The making of cables, and other
hempen manufactures, which had been the principal stay of
Bridport, in Dorsetshire, was secured to that place by statute*
More than one taw was passed to prevent the harbours in
Devonshire and Cornwall from being injured and choked tip
by the stream-works of the tin mines. An Act was also
passed in favour of the port of Scarborough; and with regard
to Dover, the haven being in a manner spoiled, the king
expended between sixty and seventy thousand pounds out of
his own coffers in building a new pier, and in other necessary
works," Some favours ho also granted, out of consideration
for their harbour, to the inhabitants of Poole, Ho founded
tho Koyal Dockyards of Woolwich and Deptford, and the
Corporation of the Trinity House; and although, of course,
tho construction of the great and famous warship which, was
named after him went but a little way towards the elation
of an efficient fleet, he deserves credit for the activity
with which he prosecuted the work of coast defence, To
this he paid special attention, while at the same time fee
yt%& by no means inclined to oyerrato the importance of !:.&
to believe that England's protection <xwld be effeetfy^y i
elsewhere than on tto m^                             '

PortM, ml built ;